AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (original) A method for converting Internet messages for 
publishing, the steps of the method comprising: 

a) providing at least one computer coupled to the 
Internet; 

b) providing a first message database on the at least 
one computer; 

c) posting a message on the first message database for 
access by users of the Internet; 

d) permitting the users of the Internet to respond to 
the first message by posting subsequent messages to 
the first message database on the at least one 
computer; 

e) providing a second message database on the at least 

one computer; 

f) providing a protocol for interfacing the first and 
second databases; 

g) establishing a set of rules for the protocol which 
permits the users of the Internet to retrieve specific 
messages from the first database; 

h) importing the retrieved specific messages from the 
first database to the second database by utilizing the 
interfacing protocol; 



i) editing the retrieved messages in the second 
database in a predefined structure; and 
j) outputting the predefined edited retrieved messages 
in a published format. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the first 
message database is an Internet discussion format selected 
from the group consisting of an e-mail user group, a 
message forum and a newsgroup. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of 
editing the retrieved messages in the second database 
permits adding and deleting data to the retrieved messages. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the 
step of establishing a hierarchy for the second database 
thereby permitting a single user to act as a moderator for 
controlling the steps of importing retrieved messages, 
editing retrieved messages and outputting the predefined 
edited retrieved messages. 

5. (original) The method of claim 4, further comprising the 
step of establishing a membership for the second database 
for all users of the Internet, the membership controlled by 
the moderator. 



6. (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the membership 
permits users of the Internet having access to the second 
database to communicate with one another. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6, wherein membership 
communication permits the users to view and respond to all 
messages posted in the second database. 

8. (original) The method of claim 7, further comprising the 

step of permitting the moderator to block messages posted 
to the second database by the users of the Internet. 

9. (original) The method of claim 4, further comprising the 
step of permitting the moderator to give access to the 
steps of importing retrieved messages, editing retrieved 

messages and outputting the predefined edited retrieved 
messages to a user of the Internet at the discretion of the 
moderator . 

10. (original) The method of claim 4, further comprising 
the step of providing a display menu accessible by the 
moderator for defining the rules of the protocol. 

11. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising 

the step of providing a virtual trash can for retaining 
deleted data, the virtual trash can located on the at least 
one computer. 



12. (original) The method of claim 11, further comprising 
the step of retrieving deleted data located in the virtual 
trash can. 

13. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising 

the steps of a) interfacing the second database with a 
publisher; and b) transferring the predefined edited 
retrieved messages to the publisher. 

14. (canceled) 

15. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the 
first database is located on tiie a first computer and the 
second database is located on t*ie a second computer. 

16. (original) The method of claim 15, wherein the protocol 
for interfacing the first and second databases is located 
on the second computer. 



